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Synopsis

Escrito por Luis Moreno (conocido como Mike Lima a largo de la dA©cada del conflicto). El autor
analiza en su libro Principio y Fin de La Guerra de Los Contras la lucha armada y la estrategia que
costA la vida de mAjs de 6,000 combatientes Contras y un total de unos 15,000 colaboradores
anti-sandinistas y de sus familiares dentro y fuera de Nicaragua. El conflicto armado tuvo lugar
entre los miembros de la Resistencia NicaragA ense (los Contras) y las fuerzas de seguridad del
Frente Sandinista (mAjs de 100,000) que ayudaron a gobernar Nicaragua en los aA os ochenta.
Moreno proporciona una perspectiva desde adentro sobre la manera en que los Contras se
desarrollaron desde una pequeA a fuerza de menos de 1,000 miembros a principios de la
dA©cada de 1980 a mAjs de 20,000 que se desmovilizaron despuA®©s de la elecciA n del gobierno
de Violeta Chamorro, a principios de 1990. Un importante estudio realizado por Moreno, que debe
leerse junto con los libros de Stephen Kinzer & "Blood of Brothers, Christopher Dickey & "With the
Contras, Glenn Garvin & "Everybody Had His Own Gringo, Sam Dillion & "Commandos, Timothy
Brown & "The Real Contra War, y otras publicaciones que tratan de explicar la Resistencia
NicaragA ense y la medida en que fue visto como un fracaso o un AGxito de la polA tica de la
naciA n nicaragA ense y la polA tica exterior de los Estados Unidos. Lo que hace a este estudio
importante y distinto es que Moreno proporciona una informaciA n detallada sobre la creaciA n de
la Resistencia por el plegado de dos grandes fuerzas: los MILPAS (agricultores y campesinos
anti-sandinista) exinsurgentes Sandinistas y remanentes del ejACrcito y de la EBBI de Somoza
supervivientes de la lucha contra los insurgentes Sandinistas en 1979. Tanto como comandante de
tropas dentro de Nicaragua y miembro del Comando EstratA@gico, despuA@s de perder
trAjgicamente parte de su brazo y mano derecha en un accidente de entrenamiento, Moreno es
capaz de hablar de personalidades de la Resistencia, el pensamiento dentro de la Resistencia, y
las decisiones que la Resistencia enfrentA . AdemA|s, Moreno, el A«Jefe de OperacionesA» de la
Resistencia en el Comando EstratA©@gico analiza la estrategia, los planes y las relaciones
institucionales de la Resistencia, especialmente con los hondureA os y norteamericanos. A; Por
quA®© leer este libro? Por la imagen detallada de las zonas rurales del conflicto en Nicaragua;

cA mo se organiza un movimiento insurgente; la importancia del apoyo de la poblaciA n rural a la
Resistencia. Caesar D. Sereseres Profesor de Ciencia PolA tica y Estudios Internacionales

Facultad de Ciencias Sociales Universidad de California, Irvine
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Customer Reviews

| was born in Managua, Nicaragua. Curse my high school at Colegio Maestro Gabriel and at the
National School of Commerce. From 1974 to 1975 | was a member of the Folkloric Ballet directed
by Professor HaydA©e Palacios. In 1976 | joined the Military Academy of Nicaragua. In 1978 | was
sent to West Point, the United States Military Academy, in the Annual Latin America Cadets
Exchange program. | graduated as an Infantry Officer on June 17, 1979 and was commissioned as
Second Lieutenant of the Nicaraguan National Guard. In 1981 | joined the Contras--Nicaraguan
Democratic Force, later known as Nicaraguan Resistance Army--as a volunteer. From 1981 to 1989
| served as Field Commander, Chief of Military Operations and a member of the General Staff. On
March 28, 1988, | was Head of the Military and Technical Delegation at the SapoA; Talks. | survived
five military-action wounds, two of them serious. In 1989 | retired from the Contras. | studied
accounting at Florida International University and graduated in the year 2000. | currently live in
Jacksonville, Florida. NacA en Managua, Nicaragua. Curse mi bachillerato en El Colegio Maestro
Gabriel y La Escuela Nacional de Comercio, De 1974 a 1975 fui miembro del ballet folklA rico
dirigido por la Profesora Haydee Palacios. En 1976 ingreso a la Academia Militar de Nicaragua. En
1978 enviado a West Point La Academia Militar de los Estados Unidos, en el intercambio anual de
cadetes Latino Americanos. Me graduA® como oficial de InfanterA a 17 de Junio 1979. En 1981
ingrese como voluntario a los Contras Fuerza DemocrAjtica NicaragA ense, que despuACs se
llamarA a Ejercito Resistencia NicaragA ense. De 1984-1989 me desempeA o como comandante
de tropas, Jefe de operaciones militares y miembro de Estado Mayor. El 28 de Marzo de 1988 fui el
Jefe de la delegaciA n tAG@cnica Militar en las conversaciones de Sapoa . SobrevivA cinco heridas
en acciones militares dos de ellas graves. En 1989 me retiro de las armas. Estudie Contabilidad en

la Universidad Internacional de la Florida y me graduA®© en 2000. En la actualidad vivo en



Jacksonville, Florida

| am a former BLI combatant (soldier) who fought agains the Contras back in the 80’s and as such, |
enjoyed Luis Moreno’s (Mike Lima) perspective of the war in as much as he provides interesting
-never before revealed- information about the goings-on at the Contras’ side. The account is -in
general- well written and authentic, however, he seems to overstate his own role -albeit he played
an important one- while understating the role of some of his peers in the war against the
Sandinistas. He seems to downplay his adversaries -the Sandinistas- fighting capabilities and skills,
as the Contras never managed to seize and control any major town or city after 9 years of conflict.
Furthermore, Mr. Moreno manages to conceal the major atrocities perpetrated by his own side upon
Nicaragua'’s civilian population. These atrocities -from his former armies, both Somoza’s National
Guard and the FDN, are well documented, and have been widely condemned. The latter not
withstanding, he commanded a lot of respect from his troops as well as his own adversaries
-including myself- and it is a miracle Moreno got out alive to tell the story. | am glad he seems to

have embraced a peaceful and fulfilling life, as many of us, former combatants did.

| think his narrative is candid and interesting, as it is quite colloquial. However, it was a sad and
known fact that Somoza’s guardsmen and the Contras committed unspeakable atrocities against
civilians and Mr. Moreno downplays that cruel reality of both wars. In many aspects, it is an
informative book about that bloody episode of Nicaragua’s history.

This is realy unique book!

Amazing first hand account of the war in Nicaragua in the 80’s with great operational details and the

true facts of the conflict.

true HistA ric perspective

Very informative and neutral point of view of the author.

Regarding the war in Nicaragua this is a master pice of history what we when in our countylLouis

Moreno is a real commander is very sad that we kills our on brother and sisters this book is a

sample what happen when our leaders don’t care anything but just one thing the power and the



money

Really good to know about it.
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